Proceedings of the
National Conference on “Farmers First for Conserving Soil and
Water Resources in Northern Region” (FFCSWR-2014) held
during March 22-24, 2014

The Conference on “Farmers First for Conserving Soil and Water Resources in Northern
Region” (FFCSWR-2014) was organized by Indian Association of Soil and Water
Conservationists and Central Soil and Water Conservation Research and Training
Institute, Dehradun to bring together farmers, researchers, policy makers, planners,
administrators, NGOs and stakeholders on a common platform to share and discuss
technological advancements, experiences and other issues related to adoption of Soil and
Water Conservation practices in Northern India. The Conference addressed natural resource
management, soil & water conservation, integrated watershed management, conservation
farming, integrated farming systems, etc. with the focus on issues and experiences of farmers
related to Northern States of India (Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Jammu and Kashmir besides NCR of Delhi and UT of Chandigarh).

Participation

The conference received overwhelming response from various sections of the farming
communities, sponsors, scientists, administrators and other stakeholders. Participants from
various organizations including ICAR Institutes, KVKs and SAUs and Central and State
agencies besides NGOs functioning in the region and other regions as well. Chair Person
of Apex Authorities of Government of India, Vice Chancellors, Deputy Director Generals
(NRM) of ICAR, Directors, Chair Persons of NGOs, renowned scientists etc. took active part
in different occasions and souvenir of the conference. In all, about 180 registered delegates
including 60 farmers and 20 invited resource persons, experts, research managers and policy
planners participated in three days deliberations held at Institution of Engineers (India),
Dehradun during March 22-24, 2014. Following organizations took active part in the
conference.

Prime Institutes Participated
® [ndian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS), Dehradun,
* National Institute of Hydrology (NIH), Roorkee,
e Vivekananda Parvatiya Krishi Anusandhan Sansthan (VPKAS), Almora,
* GB Pant Institute of Himalayan Environment & Development GBPIHED, Almora,
* G.B. Pant University of Agriculture and Technology (GBPUAT), Pantnagar
¢ Uttarakhand University of Horticulture and forestry (UUHF), Barsar
e Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences & Technology SKUAST,
Srinagar (J&K)

e Haryana Agricultural University (HAU), Hissar
e Central Institute of Tropical Horticulture (CITH), Srinagar (J&K),
e (Central Soil Salinity Research Institute (CSSR1), Karnal,
® Directorate of Wheat Research, Karnal,
e State Department of Soil Conservation/Agriculture of Uttarakhand, J&K, Punjab and
Haryana
* Zonal Project Directorate, Kanpur,
it
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Sponsors
The conference was sponsored by following six organizations besides the organizers, the
IASCW and CSWCRTI, Dehradun.

* The National Rainfed Area Authority (NRAA), New Delhi.
* Indian Council of Agril. Research (ICAR), New Delhi.

* National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB), Hyderabad.
e NABARD, Mumbai.

Scientific and Engineering Research Board (SERB, DST), New Delhi.
National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), Chennai.

Events and publications released

In all, § technical sessions addressing the issues of five major States of the region, Punjab,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, and Uttarakhand besides a special session
of invited speakers on various common issues of the region, inaugural and valedictory
functions. Dr KG Tejwani Memorial Lecture was presented by the Chief Guest of the
Inaugural Function of the conference. During the conference Save Soil Campaign was also
launched by undertaking a pledge on soil conservation. Concurrent three poster sessions were
also organized to draw references from all the participants and submitted papers.

A total of 65 papers including 15 lead papers and 50 poster presentations by the Heads of
State Departments and eminent Scientists out of 100 papers received were accommodated
during the conference. Forty two invited innovative farmers shared their experiences, views
and expectations with the participants individually through visual aids and lively interactions
during different sessions of the conference. The innovative farmers and the acclaimed
scientists were awarded various awards including Life Time Achievement Award,
Fellow Award of IASWC, Young Scientist Award, Best Poster Paper awards, and
Recognition Award for innovative farmers during various functions of the conference for
their services and innovations in the field of Soil and Water Conservation and Integrated
Watershed Management. The Conference included formal and informal group interactions
with participant farmers and the scientists and a cultural evening. Executive Meeting of the
IASWC, Dehradun was also held during the conference.

A Compendium of Abstract of Papers, Souvenir, Folder on Save Soil Campaign,
Technical Bulletin on ITK in Soil and Water Conservation and Compendium of Farmers
Innovations along with few more publications of the Institute were released during the
conference.

Deliberations, outcomes and recommendations

The conference focused on various issues of research & development, capacity building and
policy issues on soil & water conservation, conservative agriculture, integrated farming,
integrated watershed management etc. The outcomes of the conference were well publicized
by the local print media for its wider reach as vouchsafed in some of the Press Clippings and
Photo moments enclosed herein. Feedbacks and innovations from farmers and participants
on the outcomes of the conference have been received for further processing. The outcomes
were linked to the websites of JIASWC (www.aswc.com) and CSWCRTI
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(www.cswertiweb.org), Dehradun and ICAR, New Delhi (www.icar.org.in). A brief of the
deliberations emerged out of the conference is given below:

1. Research and Development

¢ Conservation of natural resources (water, soil, vegetation) is pre-requisite for sustainable
production and “Protection with Production™ is the Mantra for maintaining health of
natural resources — soil, water, environment.

* Use of new science tools and technology (polyhouse/tunnel, zero tillage, farm machinery,
HDPE pipe line etc.) for productivity enhancement, resource conservation and timely
operations.

* Watershed approach is an effective tool for sustainable production and livelihood support
particularly for hill areas. Water harvesting and ground water recharge are the top most
priorities.

* Micro level planning particularly in hilly areas in view of wide variations (altitude, micro
climate). Planning to be different for lower (Shivalik), mid and high altitude. Agricultural
planning for hill and plain should be different and site and farmer specific.

* Integration of farmers practices (ITK) with scientific knowledge to develop modern
technical knowledge (MTK) with focus on simple, cost effective and doable conservation
practices. Assemblage of technologies/machinery to suit local requirements.

¢ Up-scaling of custom hiring centers of farm machineries for timely operation by small
and marginal farmers at village level is needed.

2. Capacity Building

¢ Need of capacity building and awareness creation at farm and watershed level for
resource conservation and livelihood generation with the priority for unemployed rural
youth and women.

* Promotion of field farm schools as learning and technology dissemination centers in
model villages showcasing improved practices.

e Skill development of village youth as agripreneurs.

3. Policy

* Policy intervention for agriculture, especially marginal one, to be made attractive and
remunerative particularly for educated youth to check migration.

e Natural resource management should be inclusive to policies related to agricultural
development. Soil erosion control and restoration of degraded lands need priority.

* To find ways and means of checking the problems of wild animals and weed infestation.

e All existing NRM schemes should be converged with MGNREGA programme through a
single window system for developing appropriate land use plan and creating additional
assets and employment opportunities.

* Government support for high input technological interventions. Incentive and subsidy to
specially small and marginal farmers and transparency in operation.

® Organic vs inorganic—-to what extent and at what cost? Hill agriculture is organic by
default, integrated nutrient management (INM) for plain areas.

* Incentive should be given to farmers for ecosystems services through effective soil and
water conservation measures.
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e Strong policy support is needed to conduct participatory research in the farmer’s field by
compensating the yield loss to farmers (if any) through a MOU between the researchers
and farmers. Also incentive mechanism for scientists and technicians involved in outreach
programme may be initiated.

Focused Recommendations

Rain water harvesting and ground water/sub-surface water recharge activities should
get topmost priority in all land based development programs.

Potential ITKs on Natural Resource Conservation should be embedded with Modern
Technical Knowledge (MTK) for wider adaptation by the primary stakeholders. This
should find priority in research agenda of the concerned Institutes/organizations.

Skill development through Farm Schools in Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode in
the field of Natural Resource Management should be promoted.

Development of Land use plan and creation of community assets should be promoted
in all NRM based activities being carried out through Govt. programs like MNREGA,
NHM, NBM etc. and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) program of the public
and private sector organizations.

Enabling policy should be framed to make appropriate utilization of cultivable Waste
Lands through people’s participation at individual and community level.
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Innovative farmers felicitated during the Conference on FFCSWR-2014

SL. Name of farmer Address

No.

Uttarakhand

1. | Shri Kamumddin Village & Post- Sabhawala, Dehradun

2. | Sh. Premchand Sharma Village+Post- Attal, Tehsil- Tuni, Distt.- Dehradun

3. | Shri Tara Dutt Khakwal Village: Kheskande, PO: Galchoura, Sui, Block :
Lohaghat, Distt.: Champawat — 262524, UK

4. | Sh. Raghuwar Dutt Murari | Vill.- Bheeti, The- Lohaghat, Distt.- Champawat, UK.

5. | Shri Surendra Dutt Baluni Village & PO- Dunda, Uttarkashi- 249151

6. | Shri Harish Pandey Village- Bhagartola, P.O. Jageshwar, Distt. Almora

7. | Shri Govind Singh Almiya | Kotoli, PO Jageshwar, azlmora

8. | Shri Ummed Singh Kotoli, P.O. Jageshwar, Almora

9. Mr. Lokender Sharma P.O. Atal, Distt. Dehradun

Punjab

1. | Sh. S. Paramjit Singh Village- Achalpur, PO- Bhawanipur, Tehsil-
Garshankar, Distt.-Hoshiyarpur, Punjab-144 523,

2. | Shri Meharban Singh Vill. Sahouli, Teh. Nabha, Distt. Patiala

3. | Sh Rajinder Singh Sahota Village- Hadian, Block- Ludhiana-2, Tehsil- Ludhiana

4. | Sh. Goutam Rishi VPO Hardeoneknama, Tehsil Dasuya, Hoshiarpur

5. Sh. Ajaib Singh S/0 Sunder Singh, Village- Lakhmiepura, Tehsil Guru
Harsahai, Ferozepur

6. Sh. Sukhpal Singh Village Ghuman Kalan, Tehsil Maur, Bathinda

7. | Sh. Harwinder Singh 19-20, Pome Garden, Majitha Road, Amritsar

8. | Shri Prem Chand Village Relmajra

9, Shri Tarlochan Singh Village Shyalvi Majra, Mohali, Punjab.

Haryana

l. Shri Sultan Singh Village- Butana, PO- Nilokheri, Karnal- 132117,
Haryana

2. | Sh. Sapatter Singh 1383/6 Urben State Karnal

3. Shri Mahabir Singh New D.C. Colony H.N. 27, (Near Huda 33 Sector Roar
Colony), District Karnal- 132001 (Haryana)

4. Shri Deen Bandhu Sharma | S/o Sh.Dharam Pal, Village Agondh (Karnal)

5. | Shri Kamal Singh Vill Kajiyana, PO- Isharpur, Tehsil- Kalka, Punchkula.

6. Shri Gurmel Singh Village Sukhomajri, PO- Pinjore, Kalka, Haryana

i Shri Abhay Ram Village Sukhomajri, PO- Pinjore, Kalka, Haryana

8. Shri Babu Ram V. & PO Mehlanwali, Teh. Jagadhari, Distt. Yamunagar

9, Shri Vikas Choudhary Ward No. 4, House No. 94A, Near Bhim Sen Mandir,
Taraori-132116, Distt. Karnal

Himachal Pradesh

1. Shri Ranjit Singh Village Tarol, Distt. Solan

P Shri Jasmer Singh Village- Mandhala, Tehsil- Baddi, Distt. Solan

3. Shri Karminder Village- Barotiwala, Tehsil- Baddiwala, Distt.- Solan

4. | Shri Pankaj Sharma Danda, Himachal Pradesh.

5. Dr. Ramesh Kumar Distt. Solan, HP.

Ln
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Jammu & Kashmir

1. | Shri Riyaz Ahmad Dar S/o Shri Ali Mohd. Dar, Drubgam, Pulwama, J&K
2. | Shri Shabir Ahmed Qureshi | Chanthan Chekpara, Budgam

3. Shri Mohd. Yousuf Parray Kreri, Anantnag, J&K

4. Mrs. Syed Neelofar Village Chanthana Chazkapora, Distt. Budgam

5. | Shri Om Prakash Om Colony, Thalori Gujjaram, Vijaypur, Samba
6. | Shri Takesh Singh Jasrotia | R/o Chandwan, Hiranagar, Kathua

7. | Shri Mohinder Pal Sudan V.P.O. Lamberi Teh. Noweshra, Distt. Rajouri

8. | Shri Sanjay Singh R/o Chandwan, Hiranagar, Kathua

9, Dr. Tasneem Mubarak KVK Kulgam, SKUAST-Kashmir

Best Poster awards presented during the conference

I. Poster- 20 entitled “An overview of water resources development and management
technologies and their refinement for hill farmers™ by S.C. Pande et al.

2. Poster- 35 entitled “Climate smart farming and participatory research and extension:
scaling up conservation agriculture and resilient adaption: A case study from Haryana,
India” by Sh. Vikas Chaudhary and Suresh Kumar

3. UgdrT &= H QU el WAl UN OFHeHIRTT oiel §EyE @ vd yeeH | Ud
I Td WHSl UAT (9@ f&AE) va aw)
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Recipients of Awards of Association during the FFCSWR-2014

I. Fellow of the IASWC for the year 2013.

(i) Dr. Jagdish Prasad, Principal Scientist, Division of Soil Resources Studies,
NBSS&LUP, Nagpur- 440033, MS.

(ii) Dr. S.L. Patil, Principal Scientist, CSCWRTI, Research Centre, Bellary- 586104,
Karnataka.

(iii) Dr. OPS Khola, Principal Scientist & Head, CSWCRTI, R/C, Udhagamandalam,
The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu- 643004,

2. IASWC Young Scientist Award for the year 2013.

(i) Dr. Narendra Kumar Lenka, Senior Scientist, Indian Institute of Soil Science, Nabibagh,
Berasia Road, Bhopal - 462 038, MP.

3. Life Time Achievement Award for the year 2013

(i) Dr. Sita Ram Singh, Ex-VC, RAU, Pusa, H.No. 561, Sector-2, Udyan-II, ELDECO
Colony, Lucknow-226025

4. Best Research paper Award for the year 2013

(i) Sudarshan Prasad', Ambrish Kumar® and H.C. Sharma®
]Col]ege of Technology, Rajendra Agricultural University, Pusa, Bihar; *Central Soil
and Water Conservation Research and Training Institute, 218 Kaulagarh Road,
Dehradun-248195, Uttarakhand; “Irrigation & Drainage Engineering, College of
Technology, GBPUA&T, Pantnagar- 263145, Distt, U.S. Nagar, Uttarakhand.

(ii) Tarun Adak', Gopal Kumar® and N.V.K. Chakmvarty3
iDivision of Crop Production, CISH, Rehmankhera, Lucknow-226101, Uttar Pradesh;
“Central Soil and Water Conservation Research and Training Institute, Research Centre
Vasad-388 306, Gujarat; ‘Division of Agricultural Physics, Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New Delhi-110012.

(iii)Biswajit Mondal', Alka Singh® and I. Sekar’
'Central Soil and Water Conservation Research and Training Institute, Research Centre,

Bellary- 583104; ’Division of Agricultural Economics, Indian Agricultural Research
Institute (IARI), New Delhi- 110 012.
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Dr Js slmrn. OEO. NHAA. New Dulhl Dr AK Slkka, DDG (NRM, ICAR) New Delhl
glving Chlef Guest Address at the speaking atthe Inaugural function
Inluuurll funntlnn

Dr PK Mishra, Director, CSWCRTI Dr Madhumita Mukherjss, Executive
welcoming participants at the Inaugural Director, NFDB, Hyd speaking at Inaugural

Dr M uruulnlndlrn. Organizing A cross-sectlon of the particlpants
Is-:arltlni, FFCSWR-2014 speaking at the
naugura
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“FCSWR-20131

Dr RS Tolla, Chlef Secretary (Rtd), Gevt of  Dr Mathew Prasad, VG, UUHF speaking at
UK speaking at the valedictory functlon the valedictory function

Dr 8K Choudhary, ADG (NRM, ICAR) Dr Anll Jhosl, HESCO speaking at the
apeaking at the valedictory function valedictory function

Dr GP Juyal, Vice Presldent, IASWC DranndlI. Secretary, IASWC speaking at
speaking af the valedictory function the valadictory function
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Dr MJ 8harma, Director, 8oll Conservation
Dept, Jammu speaking on SWC [ssues

A farmer sharing his views on spring A farmer Interacts with particlpants
management In a session

e
ﬂ.l"_!ﬂ:.eu.-

Thl cmnf Gunt follclum an Innnvatlvo A sectlon of the awarded farmers
farmer participant
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Dr Jlﬂdl:h Prasad, ?HSSN.UF. Nagpur Release of Conference publications at the
racelving an award of IASWC, Dehradun Inaugural functlen

_ =1 "ML
Dr 88 Grewal, Former Director, Zonal A farmer presenting his views In a sesslon

Research Statlon, Punjab shares views  on water use efflclency
on SWC Issues

A sectlon _ stall
conference
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Img Soll wod Water He-
sources i Northers Re-
jon (FFCSWIR-2014)

irom Mlar 12-24,

Tiwe conderence nddresses
RIAFR] FOACAITER FABIMILE-
e, soil witler Conser=
wathon, integroted water-
shed managenwenl, consgr-
vation furming. integrated

celived the Foll
the IASWE. Dy M K Lonka
recelved Young Solentist
Award, and Best Paper
award was given o Dr
Ambrish Kemar and Dr
Biswajit Mandal, Dr A K
Sikkn, Deputy Director
Cenernl, Nawral Resource
el (MR, ICAR)

Chief Guest Ur J 5 Samra,

ture, called for the reviskon

tiom, He called For the inte-

D Mukherjes hricfed the
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ater Reso

Conference on Farmer

Soil and

nihar ;
The inaugural function

cruts, experts from Krishi
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rinars from the siates
Epr\‘)ku o vitrious {3sues ol
ming and resource con-
sarvation. Or AK Singh,
Zonal Project Coardinmor,
Kanpur, Ur PK Mishra, Di-
rector, CRWCRT], Dehras=
dun and Dr AR Tiwari,
Head, Kesearch Cenire,
CEWCRTI, Chandigneh des

sustain need 1o he con-

alrle resoures,
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FFCSWR. 14 dls&'s;s P

EAETIRA DY,
MARCH 23 (HTNS)

n the second day of
the Conference on
Farmers First lor

Conserving Soll amd Wiater
Resources (FFOSWIR-
2014), Tarmers and scicn-
tists from Punjab, Chan-
digarh, Harynna and
Jammu & Kashmir shared
their views and experi-
ences on soill and water
conservatlon mensures
adopied amd their bonefits
i terms of livelihood sup-
port, income generation,
s nabural Fresouree mman-
agement.

A 1ol of about 25 farme-
ers and five Lead scientists
and heads of line depart-
menis deliberated on vari-

Water Conservatlon measures

frmiers abilities are needed
10 incrense ugrlculluml_pm-
duction and reduce mi
tion, Farmers wld scientists
1o bring technologios de-
tails in Hindi and sciontists
requested firmers (o iden-
tify problems nlong with the
innovations to research
further.

Interaction of firmers, sci-
entists and other partici-
Pants resulted o lew ac-
tion points for researeh and
development o be dis-
eussed further and refined
on the last day of the con-
!'url.rr.wu in the valedictory
BESS100.

Dr 5 K Chaudhary, ADG
(S W), ICAR, New Delhi
and D P K, Mishra; Direc-
tor, CEWCRTI, Dehradun

ous issues of soil and wa-
ter resources and waters
shed management with par-
ticipants.

line water, stagnation of
witer and the works done
by them to reclaim the o
Punjab farmers high- fected aren. Discussion
lighted their experiences on - was held on erganie farm-
water harvesting, precision  ing, integrated farming in-
I'nnmllg that has the poten-  volving dairy, pouliry, fish
tial for tmlp:m.\:d production farming and mg,m. produc-
and quality of praduce to- tion,
wards improved economy.
Few farmers also high-
lighted the problems of sa-

Muany farmer participants
dalivered on the use of lat-
cit technologies and farm

spraying

mechanization, use of solar
operted spray pumps for
weedicldes,
tentiometer to know the
status of soil moisture and
the needs of irrigation, so-
lar pumps for irvigation and
air=blast pumps in ore
chards, The proceedings of
the eonference reminded
thut united and coordinated
efforts would bring sustai-

tional knowledge,

nability in farming, J&K
farmers discussed on the
management stritegies  to
tnckle severe cold ice cover
and landslide using tradi-

They also discussed re-  gp
viving trad itional water har-
vesting struclures, Appro-
priate policy changes and
devising schemes as per
lopography resources and

took part in the discussion
on regional issues alon

with the lead speakers Dr &
5 Grewal, Ex-Director, ZRS,
Punjaby, DrA K Srivastava,
Ex-Director, VFPEAS,
Almora, Dr R K Maikhuri,
Scientist, GBPITHMED,
Srinagar Garhwal, Er,
Baljinder ‘illx#h Soil Con-
servation Officer, Punjab
and V 5 Raparin, Additional
Director (Agric.), Haryana,
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By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 23 Mar: On the
second day of the Conference on
FFCSWH-2014, farmers and
schantiss fom Punjut, Chandigar,
Harvana and Jamnu 8 Kashmir
shyre] s viaws end experiences
an Snil and Watar Conservation
mussurezs ndopted aml their
benefits in terms of livelihood
sappoil, income gengration and
nitural vesousce managemaent, A
joial of sheut 25 fumers and five
lerd Scientists and Heads of ling
dopariments  delibarated on
varkous issues of 3ol and waler
resouress  and  walershed
managemint walh peaticipants.

Punjab farmers highlighted
thelr expérlences on watey
hasrvesting, precision fnming that
higs the potential for improved
meacluction ind quality of produce
tewisnds improved econami. A lew
farmers alsa highlighted The
problems of saling  water
siagnatian of water and the works
done By thewn 1o yeclaim (he

Watershed management d:scussed at Conference on FFCSWR Eﬁﬁ

HN}M"D

on arganic fnrming, nfegrated
farming invohang dainy, poutteg, fiah
farming and biogas production.
Wany farmers spoke aboul he use
of lntesd technologies and farm
mechanisation, use of sclar
operted sy purnps forspraying
weedizides, ientlometer o know
ihe status of soil matshue and the
peeds of irigation, solar pumps for
irvigation and airblast pumps in
orchids These  modern
lechnalogies wave shown 1o
improwe resoutce use elficiency
leadling te Figher veturrs per unit
anel and vesoees,

On e st dey, diseussion
an |he issues of scil and water

conservation and walershed
mansgement peraining te
Uitarakhand and Himachal

Pradesh were held, Uttaralhand, .

being an arganic stiete by default
end any prometion of ledilisers
use fo ba dafined prier to lame:
scale promation,
praceed ings of (he conference
reminded that united and
coordinaled afforts would bring
sustainabilily in fayming. J&K
Imrmera discussed management
strateqies 1o tnckle severe gold

ice cover and landslide wsing |

raditional knowledge. Reviving
fraditianal watey hareasting
structures was alse discuseed

The”

by them, Appropriate policy
changes and devising schemes
a5 per fopography resources
and farmers' abilities are
needed to Increasa agriculiuval
production and reduced oul
migration, Farmers  teld
seientists to bring technology
deteils in Hindi and scientists
raguaostad farmers to identily
prablems along with the
innovatens 1o vesearch furller
Inleraction of [armers, scientisls
and olher participants vesulied
in i few actionable points for
resgareh and devalopment to be
discussed further nnd refined an
the last day of ihe Conference at

the Valedictery Session,

Dr S Chaudhary, ADG
|SWE M), ICAR, Niew Daethi amd T
PK Mishra, Diector, CSWCRTI
Dehradun took park in the
discussion on regional [ssues along
with the lead speakers Dr 55
Grawal, Ex-Direeter, ZHS, Punjab,
Dr AK Srivasiva, Ex-Dirccior
WPRAS, fdmora, De RE Maikhon,
Sr Scientist, GEPIHED, Srinisgar
Garlwal, Er Baljinder Singh, Scil
Conservation Offices, Punjob and
WS Raparia, Additional Divecter
thgriculture), Huryana, Tn the
avening, the geneval body meeting
of the LASWE was held with iis
membier paricipants,

aflected area. Discussion wos ol
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By DLUR STAFF
REPORTER
DEHRADUMN, 24 Mar: Tho
Indion Association of Soll and
Water Comser Fun (on id e
(ASWE) and Cuniral Soil and
Water Conserealion
(CSWCHTLL ICAR], Dehradun
by organised the confemnce

Farmes Findd for Cansensing
Soil & Waler Resources in
MNorthurn Region' (FFCSWR-
2014) dur 2224 March,

The Chiel Guast Al the
valedictons function loday was
Dr RS Talia, former Chief
Secvetoay ond Chiel Information
Commissioner. He pleadad for
unified efiors of various
governmanial agencies and
funclionarios to  moximise
chotiverry fromm dliiforent schermaes
st bor the bonelit of lammems,
Dy Matthew Prasad, Vice
Chancellor, Uttarakhand
University of Hortloulture and
Farestry (UUME), Dr SK
Chaudharg. Asalstant Director
Ceneral (ADG, SWEM, KOAR),
Mew Delhi and Dr Anil Prokash
Joghi, Chawman, HESCO,
Dehroadun were Guests of
Honour and addressed the
poarticipants during  the
oot s hue] irg somsion o corsalicias
the autcome of the conference.

[ Matihew Prasac and D
Anil Joshi warmned that tha soil
wins source and end as wall and
hence it noodod 1o be protectad
in erder to sustain life on Earth,

The diggnitarics  and
participants pledged to ensure
soll conservation. Farmar friendly
omganisms and features of the soil
needed (o be consemrved by one
ond all. Dr SK Chaudhary, ADG,
emphasised the need for il
consarsation 1o minimise the loss
of soll omganic carbon and soil
health, which aro fer
life. He also informed the
gatharing that balanced use of
fertilisers and contingency
planning to tackle amaergoncies
wos needed. MdJd Sharma.

P

hall |

es at CSW

Conference on conserving soil & water
resources conclud

CRTI

g ol - , " e S s,
Directar, Depariment of Soil The Conference focussed
Conservation, JEK, Dr JC Bhatt. . the lsues and experiences of

Direcior, VPKAS., Almara, Dr
Madhumitha Muktherjve,
Executive Director, NFDB,
Hydemabad and Dr VC Goyal,

Head, NIH, Roorkee addresied

the paricipants on soil waler
conservalion, wntershed
managemoent and livelihood
aptions nchuding fish moduction
in svailable watar resources.
Earlier. Dr PK Mishra,
Director, CSWCRTI and the
President. IASWC, Dehradun
welcomed the Chiel Guast,
innovative larmers and the
participants. He called for inpute

from the participnnts to rofine

ihe outcomes further,

farmers from 5 States of
Morthern India (Haryana,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Jammu and
Kashmir) besidos NCR of Delhi
and UT of Chandigarh, Chosen
innowvative larmers shaned their
ideas ond oxperiences with
scientists ancd other stakeholders
The Conference broughi
together fanmers. researchors,
poliey makers, planners,
administrators, NGOs and
glakeholders on a common
platiorm to share and discuss
technological advancemants,
enperiences and oiher issues
relnted o sdoption of Soil and

-

Water Consorvnation procticos

In all, aboul 180 registened
dlebeganr including G0 TS
and many invited rosource
PEFSONS,  exXpers,  reseanch
managers and policy plannaerns
participated i the three dags
darlibsrratio s durag 22-2¢4 Masch,

Variows ecammencalions
an researchable ssues, policy
needs and extension elflors
emergod from the discuteion,
which will b further rafined by
thaer oorganisers for the ond useoms
Policies should be different lor
hills and plain: az per the
spacilicity  of  resources,
topography, farmens” capacity,
Wi allirmedl. Nebwarking of
farmems and creation of (armer
associations, Field Farm
Schools in modern villages.
adoption of modem loals and
technigues, reflinement of
inclige nous knowledge, multiple
wie of water, integration of
farming compononts. ele.,
wwrre iheniified as reguirermenis,

Aboul a0 choson
progressive lanmers fram the
region out of 155 nominations
waere felicitated and delivened
their views and exporiences on
soll and waler conservation in
5 technical sessiors ade lrtnnlng
S major stales of the region
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The Lndian Axsociation of
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